8. PHARMACOPOWER"

Pharmacia (Pharmakeia) is also a common noun signify-
ing the administration of the pharmakon, the drug: the
medicine and/or poison. . . . Socrates compares the writ-
ten text Phaedrus has brought along to a drug (pharma-
kon). The pharmakon, this “medicine,” this philter, which
acts as both remedy and poison, already introduces itself
into the body of the discourse with all its ambivalence.
.. . The pharmakon would be a substance—with all that
that word can connote in terms of matter with occult vir-
tues, cryptic depths, refusing to submit their ambivalence
to analysis, already paving the way for alchemy—if we
didn’t have eventually to come to recognize it as antisub-
stance itself: that which resists any philosopheme, indefi-
nitely exceeding its bounds as nonidentity, nonessence

?onsubstance; granting philosophy by that very fact th(;
inexhaustible adversity of what funds it and the infinite
absence of what founds it. . . . The pharmaken properly
consists in a certain inconsistency, a certain impropri-
ety, this nonidentity-with-itself always allowing it to be
-tumed against itself. What is at stake at this overturning
is no less than science and death. Which are consigned to
a single type in the structure of the pharmakon, the one

and the only name for that potion that must be awaited

And even, in Socrates’s case, deserved.! .

* This chapter has been modifi i i
s 1odified and developed for this English-language edition by the
1..J 2 ida, "4
- ;s;l;; salgersr’;d;.dlagh;mm]de de Platon,” in La Dissémination (Paris: Editions du
eull, 1872), 85, n ee also Derrida, Disseminatt !
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1983), 70 and 119, o na Bacncs isinere
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NARCOSEXUAL WITCHCRAFT

Pharmacopornographic hegemony, which wouldn't become

explicit until the end of the twentieth century, hasits roots
in the origins of modern capitalism, transformations of

medieval systems of production at the end of the fifteenth

century that would open the way to industrial and colonial

economies, to the biopolitical fiction of the nation-state
and to regimes of scientific and technical knowledge. In

order to understand how new relationships of body-power,

pleasure—knowledge, and pharmakon-subjectivities were

established in the West, we must fyrst make an indispens-
able detour through the relationship between capitalism

and the destruction of our entheogenic” traditions.

To gain access tO the question of the pharmakon, we have

to go the way of witches. Farmers, harvesters, and prepar-
ers of medicinal plants were condemned during the Inqui-
sition. Witches, alchemists, and midwives were declared to

be heretics and satanic deviants. At the same time, Europe

colotized the Americas. "Witch—hunt[s] occurred simul-

taneously with the colonization and extermination of the

populations of the New World, the English enclosures, [or]
f the slave trade.”* Feminist historian Sil-

the beginning ©
via Federici has shown that the witch hunt was a double

9. Denis Richard, Jean Louis Senon and Marc vValleur, Dictionnaire des drogues et des

< (Paris: Larousse, 2004), 267 Entheogenic comes from the Greek entheos,
meaning trance, possession. A neologism suggested in 1979 by the Hellenist Carl Ruck,
the ethno-botanist Gordon Wasson and the philosopher Jonathan Ott, pertaining

able of inducing states of ecstatic trance or shamanic

he word psychedelic, which is

dépendance:

to psychoactive substances cap

pm‘.-;c.\'\'\nn. This term does not cover the same territory ast

related to 80s Western culture,
3, Silvia Federicl, Caliban and

York: Autonomedia, 2004), 164.

the Witch: Women, the Body and Primitive Accurmulation (New
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attempt to appropriate women's bodies as reproductive
force and to end the use of natural resources as “commons”
(meadows, forests, rivers, lakes, wild pastures). The proce;Q
.of enclosing land, expropriating folk wisdom, criminalizi
Ing practices of “voluntary intoxication,” and privatizin
Plant germ plasm was only beginning. It reached its a ef
in the modern period with the colonial expropriationpo‘f
plant.s, animals, human bodies, and knowledges; the per-
fecutu').n of the producers, consumers, and traf’ﬁckerls3 of
.drugs ; the gradual transformation of natural resources
'mto pharmaceutical patents; and the confiscation by jurid-
ical-medical institutions of all experiments that invol
self-administration.* “iig
. Most medieval preparations with hallucinogenic proper-
ties were topically absorbed, dissolved in an oil-based oint-
ment and smeared on the neck, armpits, or stomach. Th
way these salves were applied closely resembles tran; e e
der people’s use of testosterone in gel form today Contg .
porary historians of medieval pharmacological ;raditi::s_
and the Inquisition hypothesize that most of the visions
and acts of magic condemned as satanic by the tl.ribunals o;
t'he Inquisition were the result of the accidental or inten-
tional ingestion of psychoactive substances. By consultin
the r'ecords of the inquisitors of the period and the ancien%
tre.:anses of herbalists, today’s researchers have been abl
to identify the different hallucinogenic and narcotic sul:'

stance
s extracted from vegetable and animal matter that
were then in use.

4, Richard Stallma iopirates ou bioco: 5 titude. 1 N
illman, "B pirat u biocorsaires?,” Multitudes 1 (mars 2 1
ars 2000) 1 .
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A number of these recipes for ointments and concoc-

tions mention psychoactive solanaceous ingredients,

substances such as henbane (of the nightshade family),

stramonium (thorn apple), belladonna, and mandrake.

All of them included extracts of such plants as the poppy

(source of opium, heroin, and morphine) and hemp (mari-

juana, hashish); toads, whose skin, we now know, con-

tains a strong psychotropic substance; and a certain kind

of “flour of damp cereals,” probably having to do with the
ergot fungus that attacks rye and from which LSD would
be extracted. Hallucinogenic visions worthy of the rheto-
vic of Deleuze and Guattari (becoming animal, becoming
al relations with animals, talking with

a plant, having sexu
caused by the

trees, astral projection, etc.) could have been
psychotropic effects on the organism after the ingestion or
cutaneous application of these plants with hallucinogenic
or aphrodisiac powers. In the 1960s, Walter Pahnke scru-
pulously followed the formula for an ointment appearing
in a fifteenth-century book and then experimented, along
with other colleagues, by smearing it on the area of the

neck and armpits. All the researchers reported having been
plunged into “a twenty-four-hour sleep during which they
dreamed of daredevil flights, frenetic dancing and other
strange adventures similar to those that took place during
medieval orgies.”

During periods of drought and severe food shortages,
to increase the production of bread, substitute grains like
rye were used, and these might have contained mycotox-

5, Antonio I:,sruhul.\du.Ift.'.mrmfv'cnrml de las Drogas (Madrid: Espasa Calpe, 2008), 169
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ins, which were metabolites produced by the bread molds,
the effects of which were poisonous to mammals, causing
hallucinations and vomiting. Today we know that the vic-
tims of Ignis Sacer (Saint Anthony's fire) were suffering
from the effects of the hallucinogen lysergic acid diethyl-
amide (abbreviated after 1938 as LSD)—a mycotoxin that
appeared during the baking of bread contaminated with
ergot—as well as from other mycotoxins, such as bella-
donna alkaloids, extracted from the fruit of the mandrake
root. Several more centuries were necessary before some of
these mycotoxins would appear again, in the manufacture
of antibiotics.®
The transcript of the sentencing of a woman accused
of witchcraft during the Inquisition in Carcassonne, from
1330 to 1340 (the period in which the term witch’s Sabbath
first came into use), records, “She encountered and greeted
a gigantic goat to which she gave herself. In exchange, the
goat taught her about venomous plants cooked in a cal-
dron over an evil fire, and poisonous plants. . . . Since that
time, she has devoted herself to the preparation of certain
noxious ingredients and potions.”” The 1580 treatise De la
démonomanie des sorciers by Bodino established a criminal
relationship between herbcraft and witchcraft #
That was how herbalists, bonesetters, bards, and dru-
ids and priests and priestesses of other faiths, including all
those who dared practice herbcraft (for therapeutic, ritu-

6. Ibid., 164-69. See the English short version Antonio Escohotado, A Brief History of
Drugs from the Stone Age to the Stoned Age, trans. Kent Symington (Rochester, VT. Park
Street Press, 1999). See also Dale Pendel, Pharmako/Dynamis: Stimulating Plants, Potions &
Herberaft (San Francisco: Mercury House, 2002)

7. Escohotado, History of Drugs, 277,
8. Ibid., 358
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alistic, or simply recreational purposes) came to be listed
under the category of the “unspeakable” and were p"erse-
cuted, without any further distinction, for sorcery.1 Th;
Inquisition would function as an authon.ty of c:ontr(:l :;mof
repression as much for the pharmacological know e. ge -
women belonging to the lower class as for the potentia gaul
dendi generated by the body’s metabolism of t.he chemlcad
composition of these plants, as well as by the discourse an
shared knowledge attached to social rituals.

The feminist activist and pagan witch Starhawk argues
that the persecution of witches in Europe (and eventuall);
in the American colonies) from 1430 to 1740 was part o
a larger process of eradicating knowledge‘ and lower—hdassi
power while simultaneously working to remfc-)rce. the hege
monic knowledge of the expert, something mdlspens:b]e
to the gradual insertion of capitalism on a global scal.e.. .

The Malleus Maleficarum, a handbook for the Inquisition
and its techniques for extracting knowledge, conderfms
female sexL;ality, nonproductive sexuality (ane.xl practices
and masturbation), and all experimentation with psyc}.m.-
active substances.’® As Starhawk points ou.t, the Inquls;
tion punished aggressiveness and pleiasure in womeT) atl}lle

imposed passivity, submission, and silence on them m. -

domain of sexual practices."" All of it was connc?cted. .t e
emergence of proto-industrial capitalis.m and its sc:len-.
tific forms of production and transmission o.f knowledge;
the extermination of a part of the population that had

[ J regs, 1997),
9. Starhawk, Dreaming the Dark: Magic, Sex, and Politics (Boston: Beacon Press

’ ! 1 P s, 1981)
Zoolt‘b‘lAnhur Evans, Witcheraft and the Gay Counter-Culture (Boston: Fag Rag Books,

11. Starhawk, Drearning, 215



150 Pharmacopower

been endowed with pharmacological awareness; the use of
racial discourses as religious and biological arguments for
enslavement and oppression; the appearance of new meth-
ods of segmenting, demarcating, and enclosing land; the
raising of livestock that would sustain the future textile
industry; colonial expansion in America, Africa, the Indies,
and the Far East; and the invention in Europe of servile and
pro-slavery models of labor.

Contrary to the generally accepted idea, women did not
wait until the twentieth century to become part of the labor
market. Their practice of fields of knowledge and their pro-
duction of wealth were carefully ousted from the circuits of
medieval economy so that such exclusion would strengthen
early capitalism. Angela Davis has taught us that the “white
woman” as mother and housewife js an invention of mod-
ern capitalism: the creation of bourgeois concepts of wife
and reproductive mother are accompanied by the economic
devaluation of the household and the exclusion of house-
work from the productive sphere,

Starhawk finds a correlation between this economic
analysis and the criminalization of witchcraft:

The Witch persecutions were tied to another of the far-
reaching changes in consciousness that occurred during
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The rise of pro-
fessionalism in many arenas of life meant that activities
and services that people had always performed for them-
selves or for their neighbors and families were taken over
by a body of paid experts, who were licensed or otherwise
recognized as being the guardians of an officially approved
and restricted body of knowledge.

12. Angela Y. Davis, Women, Race, & Class (New York Vintage, 1983), 8-12.
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The Catholic Church had for centuries served as(;‘a modeel
for an approved body that V(\i/isp}e]nsei;izz:iis Cir:cbc
charges against Witches a :
:2::)::;:[:;&5 ofggiviri; or receiving "Brand)‘ gracitoi:e
that lacked the official seal of approvz?l; of Lransn}:leth::
knowledge without approval. Witches power(.;, ;v‘“ -
used for harming or for healing, were bran ?‘c S
because they came from an unapproved source.

During the medieval period, women wer.e in ch(;;ig:n(;i
caring for and healing the bod);) by ;mzl(srenist;zf -
knowledge that were based o ‘
ifzn:l]:eocfontext ofgritualistic practice. Female ca;engterts(;
whether scholars or midwives, represented.aht rez o
the professional orders, at the center of whxc1 v?'s;ized
new information experts, who would .soon be eglfl o
as scientific, and who included those in the ﬁel'd 0 rrflerm
cine. Such members of these orders would organlzeLt.o 0 =
guilds at the beginning of the sixteenth centl.1ry. 1cencsre_
to regulate the exercise of the medical profesm'on were1e -
ated. These excluded white women and nonwhite peop
all genders who were learned in pharmacology. o
At the end of the Middle Ages, the drélnage 0 dz i
and swamps, the cutting of forests, the f.encmg of la;l ;ais_
institution of private property for farming and catt eunity
ing worked simultaneously to crush the pa'gan c'omtrnn anci
where the mythical forces of the popl.'llar imaginatio o
the ecosystem were located, and in Whl.Ch grew t"h;J:se ) 5
and substances used in the “art of witchcraft.” From

13. Starhawk, Dreaming, 199
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perspective, the persecution of witches can be inter reted
a.s a war between expert knowledge and the non- pr fe (
sional knowledge of the multitude, a war betwe S Oh"”&
ptat'riarcha] power and narcosexual knowledge as ite::'a‘:tlm
dltlona‘lly practiced by women, colonized peoples, and norrj-
authorized sorcerers. It became a matter of exte;minat'
0'!' conﬁfscating a certain ecology of body and soul hall]rl]f
cinogenic treatments, and forms of pleasure or exci’tation
Modern colonial capitalist knowledge came to pathologi .
tho#e technologies of subjectification produced b thoglzle
lective énd physical experience of rituals, the érochs oef(:l)l;
transn.nssion of symbols, and the absorption of any ha[lu::i'i
n.ogemc or sexually arousing substances. Using the accusa-
tion (.)f heresy and apostasy (denial of God), witch hunts did
no:hmg more than conceal the criminalization of practic
of volunt.ary intoxication” and sexual and hallucino en?:
self-e*perlmentation. [t was on this forced oversi htgtl t
electrical and hormonal modernity would be erecte%l N

SOMATIC FICTIONS: THE INVENTION OF SEX HORMONES

Th Su R
e sweet ferment of subjectivity eating away at itself.
—PETER SLOTERDIJK'¢

Everything we are today, our way of comprehendin
sel-Ve? as free, individual, and desiring bodies, be inf Out;
printing, the Industrial Revolution, magne;ismga chl'
transformation into electricity, rapid transport nlon];S

14. Peter Sloterdi pheres, trans. 0 umes, vol ans 4 e
K, s, tra r A
4 dijk, Sph: Olivier Manne ni, Ecumes, vol. 3 (F 15: Hachette
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distance communication, and the organization of the mod-

ern city and its territorial grid. It also begins with the dis-
placement of millions of non-white human bodies from
Africa to Europe and America as labor and as a reproductive
force for capitalism, but also as bodies used to produce plea-
sure and wealth. It also includes the commercialization of
white male bodies as prostheses of wage-earning industrial
work; the transformation of the white female body into a
reproductive, domestic being; and the changing of the sur-
face of the planet into a single, endless railway . . . In this
context dominated by communication, travel, trade, con-
nection, and distribution, it isn't surprising that a grow-
ing interest in the circulation of fluids and transmission
of information inside the body came to the fore, to create
conditions for the invention of hormones as communicat-
ing secretions.

From the beginning of the twentieth century to the cur-
rent day, the processes of the imagining and conceptual-
izing of hormones, as well as their production techniques,
have been carried out using animals and then human guinea
pigs, usually coming from the disciplinary institutions to
which they had been sent (army, jail, psychiatric hospital,
school . . . ) or from colonized territories regulated by a

new articulation of sovereign (necropolitical) and biopo-

litical techniques.'® Bodies of rats, rabbits, chickens, bulls,

pigs; the “infrahuman” bodies of “niggers,” “nuts,” “fairies,”
“criminals” . . . Our models for gender—which are not only
conceptual categories but also embodied somato-political

15. For more about the articulation of sovereign and biopaolitical regimes, see Roberto
Esposito, Bios: Biopolitics and Philosophy, trans. Timothy Campbell (Minneapolis: University

of Minnesota Press, 2008), 33-34
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fictions—were manufactured at the crossroads at which
human, the supposedly nonhuman, and animal meet. Such
a process obviously suggests a complex feedback relation-
ship: human and animal are, as Donna J. Haraway has
argued, the technobiocultural results of these practices of
discursive materialization, which unite and separate them
with the same movement.Once again, this traffic begins in
the biological laboratories.
In 1767, the surgeon John Hunter, brother of the
famous anatomist William Hunter, performed the auto-
graft tissue transplantation of gonads onto castrated rats,
and experimented with the heterograft transplantation of
cocks’ testicles into the abdominal cavity of hens, which led
to his establishing for the first time a relationship between
testicles and masculinity.’® A century later, Arnold Adolf
Berthold, a physiologist at the University of Géttingen,
engaged in a series of experiments on roosters, removing
their testicles and transplanting them onto another place
on the body. His treatise, which was published during a
period when the notions of “heterosexuality” and “homo-
sexuality” were being invented as clinical concepts, would
be one of the first to resort to the heterosexual rhetoric
of male superiority and the complementary nature of the
sexes, as an explanation for variations in internal secre-
tions.”” What interests me about this—aside from the
heteroscientific caricature created by Berthold’s seeing the

16. Jan Bondeson, A Cabinet of Medical Curiosities (Lond
187

17. This treatise on anatomy and physiology by Berthold has been abundantly analyzed
by such contemporary female readers as Nelly Oudshoorn and Anne Fausto-Sterling, who
have underlined the use of gender metaphors within biological narratives. Numerous
accounts and critiques of the cultural history of scientific technical practices that led to the
invention of hormanes as pharmacological artifacts are also avallable. See Anne Fausto

on: 1B, Tauris, London, 1997),
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roosters given testicles “as warriors sent orxt in pursuit
of the hens” and castrated capons as "languld.anc? ;Teace-
loving”—is the way in which an internal s'ecretlon .1s mt:.r-
preted for the first time as distributed information. 1.s
treatise concludes with the necessary condition of a chefm-
cal, rather than neuronal, transmission of the information
contained in the testicles, since these secretions seem to
circulate through the entire body by means of the ‘blood—
stream and are not dependent on the location at which the
testicles were reimplanted. .

Toward the end of the nineteenth century, 1.t seemed
probable that the “internal secretions” of cer.tam'organs
were the origins of physiological processes 1f1 different
parts of the body." Charles-Edouard Brown-Séquard, the
founder of “organotherapy,” focused on the sex glands and
decided to employ “animal organ extracts” to tht?rapeu-
tic ends. Extracts from testicles, thought Br?wn—Sequard,
could guarantee eternal youthfulness and \.ngor f.or 'men.
Similarly, potions containing extracts of gume.a plg.S ova-
ries were used to treat various forms of uterine dlsea'se,
as well as cases of hysteria.” However, the unusual thing
about Brown-Séquard, which would place him at the edge
of the scientific conventions of the time, is his p.enchant
for self-experimentation and public claims re.gardlng such
processes, the way in which he becomes fascinated by the

Sterling, Sexing the Body: Gender Politics and the Construction of Sexuality (bte::/ ;::;ni::l;New
" : Nelly Oudshoarn, Beyond the Natural Body: an Archeology of Se> 7
s zm}(:zi. 12;9-1) Ses also Chandak Sengoopta, The Most Secret Qurmc_’nsmrz of Li, 3;3
Lo Rm:id ?f!"in;r;mn& 1850-1950 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006), 3:}— A
s’xigl‘lf\l"cli agudshnnm, “Hormones, technigue et corps: l.'archéologm'de.s l:;;vmnm-..
sexueiles 1‘;23494(),"/\""01& HSS 53, no. 4-5 (julliet-octobre 1998): 775-93.
19. Ibid., 779.



