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production. Maybe beyond a certain threshold, the process
becomes irreversible. What are the temporal parameters of
this production? What are the contours of its construction;
what is its direction?

In her 1967 SCUM Manifesto, Valerie Solanas had seen
things with a certain precision.? More than forty years have
gone by, and one element seems to have changed: all the
grotesque characteristics that Solanas attributes to men in
capitalist society at mid-twentieth century seem to have
spread to women today. Men and women are the bioprod-
ucts of a bifurcated sexual system with a paradoxical ten-
dency for reproduction and self-destruction. “To be male is
to be deficient, emotionally limited . . . egocentric, trapped
inside himself, incapable of empathizing or identifying
with others, of love, friendship, affection, of tenderness.”
Men and women are isolated units, creatures condemned to
constant self-surveillance and self-control by a rigid class-
sex-gender-race system. The time they devote to this brutal
political arrangement of their subjectivity is comparable to
the whole extent of their lives. Once all their vitality has
been put to work to reduce their own somatic multiplicity,
they become physically weakened beings, incapable of find-
ing any satisfaction in life and dead politically before they
have taken their last breath. I do not want the female gen-
der that has been assigned to me at birth. Neither do [ want
the male gender that transsexual medicine can furnish and
that the state will award me if I behave in the right way. [
don’t want any of it.

2. Valerie Solanas, SCUM Manifesto (New York: Verso, 2004)
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BECOMING MOLECULAR

When I take a dose of testosterone in gel form or inject.it,
what I'm actually giving myself is a chain of political signifi-
urs that have been materialized in order to acquire the fo.rm
of a molecule that can be absorbed by my body. I'm taking
not only the hormone, the molecule, but also the concept of
hormone, a series of signs, texts, and discourses, the .pro-
cess through which the hormone came to be synthesized,
the technical sequences that produce it in the labora.tory.
| inject a crystalline, oil-soluble steroid carbon challn of
molecules, and with it a bit of the history of modernity. I
administer myself a series of economic transactions, a col-
lection of pharmaceutical decisions, clinical tests, focus
groups, and business management techniques;ll cormerr. t.o
a baroque network of exchange and to economic and p.>011t1—
cal flow-chains for the patenting of the living. I am linked
by T to electricity, to genetic research projects..to megaur-
banization, to the destruction of forests of the biosphere, to
the pharmaceutical exploitation of living species, to Dolly
the cloned sheep, to the advance of the Ebola virus, to HIV
mutation, to antipersonnel-mines and the broadband trans-
mission of information. In this way I become one of the
somatic connectives through which power, desire, release,
submission, capital, rubbish, and rebellion circulate.

As a body—and this is the only important thing about
being a subject-body, a technoliving system—I'm the .p¥at—
form that makes possible the materialization of po.lmcal
imagination. | am my own guinea pig for an experiment
on the effects of intentionally increasing the level of tes-
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tosterone in the body of a cis-female. Instantly, the testos-
t.erone turns me into something radically different from a
cis-female. Even when the changes generated by this mol-
ecule are socially imperceptible. The lab rat is becoming
human. The human being is becoming a rodent. And as for
n'1e: neither testo-girl nor techno-boy. I am a port of inser-
tion for C,;H,,0,. I'm both the terminal of one of the appa-
ratuses of neoliberal governmentality and the vanishin

point through which escapes the system's power to contro]g
I'm the molecule and the state, and I'm the laborator rat.
and the scientific subject that conducts the research'yl'm
the residue of a biochemical process. I am the future c'om—
mon artificial ancestor for the elaboration of new species in
the perpetually random processes of mutation and i

drift. lam T. -

THE DEVIL IN GEL FORM

A.fter the fifth dose of Testogel, | began to make out varia-
tions in the range of excitation, muscular tension, the ten-
der]cy for outward expressions of my body. All drugs are
p.msons. The only difference between a poison and a medi-
cine lies in the dose. But what is the right dose of testoster-
one? The one that yields my body, or another? What would
hormonal justice be? And if there is a hormonal justice
should I apply that justice to myself? '

Testosterone is the devil in a colorless gel. The cutane-
ous administration of fifty milligrams of testosterone in gel
form twice a week for three months isn't easy to detect with
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the naked eye in the body of a cis-female, in my body. It is
changing the hormonal composition of my body substan-
tially. Modus molecularis. Itis amatter of a potential transfor-
mation of my own endocrinal ontology. The changes are not
purely artificial. Testosterone existing externally is inserted
into a molecular field of possibilities that already exist
inside my body. Rather than rejection of it, there is assimi-
lation, incorporation. Mit-sein. Being-with-testosterone.
Testosterone does not radically alter the perception of
reality or the sense of identity. This particular dose of tes-
tosterone isn't strong enough to produce in the body of a
cis-female identifiable exterior changes labeled as “viril-
ism” by mainstream medicine (beard and mustache, notice-
able increase in muscle mass, changing of the voice . .. ). It
does not change the way others decipher my gender. I've
always had an androgynous body, and the microdoses of
testosterone that I'm giving myself don’t alter that situa-
tion. However, they produce subtle but decisive changes in
my affect, in my inner perception, in my sexual excitation,
in the odor of my body, and in resistance to fatigue.
Testosterone isn't mas€ulinity. Nothing allows us to
conclude that the effects produced by testosterone are mas-
culine. The only thing that we can say is that, until now,
they have as a whole been the exclusive property of cis-
males. Masculinity is only one of the possible political (and
nonbiological) by-products of the administration of testos-
terone. [t is neither the only one nor, over the long term,
the one that will dominate socially.
The consumption of testosterone, like that of estrogen
and progesterone in the case of the Pill, do not depend on
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any ideal cultural constructions of gender that would come
to influence the way we act and think. We are confronted
directly by the production of the materiality of gender.
Everything is a matter of doses, of melting and crystal-
lization points, of the rotary power of the molecule, of
regularity, of milligrams, of form and mode of administra-
tion, of habit, of praxis. What is happening to me could be
described in terms of a “molecular revolution.” In detailing
this concept in order to refer to the revolt of May 1968,
Félix Guattari certainly was not thinking of cis-females
who self-administer testosterone. On the other hand, he
was attentive to structural modifications generated by
micropolitical changes such as the consumption of drugs,
changes in perception, in sexual conduct, in the invention
of new languages.® It is a question of becomings, of mul-
tiplicities. In such a context, molecular revolution could be
pointing to a kind of political homeopathy of gender. It’s

not a matter of going from woman to man, from man to

woman, but of contaminating the molecular bases of the

production of sexual difference, with the understand-

ing that these two states of being, male and female, exist

only as “political fictions,” as somatic effects of the techni-
cal process of normalization. [t’s a matter of intervening
intentionally in this process of production in order to end
up with viable forms of incorporated gender, to produce a

3. Félix Guattari, La Révolution moléculaire (Paris, Recherches: 1988), See also Félix
Guattari, "Plan sur la planete Capitalisme mondial intégré et révolutions moléculaires,”
in Minorités dans la pensée, eds. Jean Pierre Faye, Marc Rombaut, Jean-Pierre Verheggen

(Paris: Payot, 1979); Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and

Schizophrenia, trans, Brian Massumi (Minneapalis: University of Minnesota Press, 1987),
232-309
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new sexual and affective platform that is neither male nor
female in the pharmacopornographic sense‘ of the termi
which would make possible the transformation of the sPe
cies. T is only a threshold, a molecular door, a becoming
iplicities.
bet:z:nam;:c;z accustomed to regulating its hormonhal
metabolism in terms of the production of estroge?, the
intentional increasing of the level of testo:j:terone 11; th i
blood constitutes an endocrinal reprogranTmmg. The s blgd '
est hormonal change affects all the functions of the o. y:
the desire to eat and to fuck, circulation and t?:le absorptlc})]n
of minerals, the biological rhythms regulating sle;pijtme
capacity for physical exertion, muscular tone,. me;.a\ cll sm i:
the sense of smell and taste—in fact, the entire 1ocd;1 "
cal physiology of the organism. None of thesehmo i tal
tions can be qualified as masculine. But c.)f a‘ll t ; mc:lnon
and physical effects caused by self-intoxication ?se g
testosterone in gel form, the feeling O.f transgressing i
its of gender that have been socially imposed Orl]) n;e -
without a doubt the most intense. The new'me'ta olism :
testosterone in my body wouldn’t be effective in termT.o'
masculinization without the previous existence of a po 1t;—l
cal agenda that interprets these changes as an 1ntegl:ic
part of a desire—controlled by the pharmalcopor.nograp !
order—for sex change. Without this.desue, V\nthoutt }:e:
project of being in transit from one fiction .of sex to anzlecu:
taking testosterone would never be anything but am

lar becoming,




